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88 CIS PL 100360; 100 CIS Legis. Hist. P.L. 360
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF: P.L. 100-360
TITLE: Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988

CIS-NO: 88-PL100-360
DOC-TYPE: Legislative History
DATE: July 1, 1988

LENGTH: 135 p.
ENACTED-BILL: 100 H.R. 2470
STAT: 102 Stat. 683
CONG-SESS: 100-2
ITEM-NO: 575

SUMMARY:

"To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to provide protection against catastrophic medical expenses under the
medicare program, and for other purposes."

Expands medicare coverage of hospital (Part A) and physician (Part B) catastrophic costs resulting from acute illnesses,
and provides for financing of coverage improvements through supplemental premiums and income tax surcharges for
medicare beneficiaries.

Includes provisions to place a ceiling on beneficiary annual out-of-pocket expenses for physician and other medicare-
covered services.

Provides up to 365 days of covered acute hospital care annually, and limits the initial deductible to one hospitalization in
each year.

Establishes the Federal Hospital Insurance Catastrophic Coverage Reserve Fund.

Expands coverage of skilled nursing home care from 100 to 150 days a year, and eliminates the prior hospitalization
requirement.

Expands coverage for home health services and hospice care, including reimbursement for up to 80 hours of annual home
care to provide respite for family caregivers.

Provides for medicare coverage of prescription drugs, after an annual deduction, financed through supplemental premiums,
and establishes a Federal Catastrophic Drug Insurance Trust Fund to administer prescription drug benefit payments.

Provides for medicare coverage of at-home intravenous drug therapy and of screening mammography.
Revises provisions relating to Federal certification of medicare supplemental health insurance policies.

Requires HHS to provide beneficiaries with annual information on medicare coverage and limitations.
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Requires State medicaid programs to pay Part B premiums for certain elderly and disabled medicare beneficiaries with
incomes below the poverty line.

Expands medicaid coverage of needy pregnant women and infants.

Revises rules for treatment of income and resources of medicaid-eligible nursing home patients and their spouses, and
increases the spousal monthly income allowance.

Establishes the U.S. Bipartisan Commission on Comprehensive Health Care to assess the current health care delivery and
financing system and to make recommendations.

Amends numerous health care provisions of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1987.

Requires OPM to reduce health insurance rates for medicare-eligible Federal retirees participating in catastrophic health
coverage under the Federal Employees Health Benefits Plan.

Requires HHS to establish demonstration projects on case management services for medicare beneficiaries with
catastrophic illnesses, to conduct research on long-term care delivery and financing, and to conduct a survey of adult day
care services.

Establishes the Advisory Committee on Medicare Home Health Claims.

Revises civil penalties for medicare program violations and establishes penalties for misuse of Social Security or Medicare
emblems.

EDITOR'S NOTE: This legislative history covers actions relating to medicare catastrophic coverage, beginning with the
98th Congress. Earlier Congresses also considered legislation to provide Federal or federally mandated insurance for
catastrophic health expenses, notably as a component of national health system propoals.

CONTENT-NOTATION: Catastrophic illness medicare coverage revision

BILLS: 100 H.R. 65; 100 H.R. 200; 100 H.R. 784; 100 H.R. 955; 100 H.R. 1182; 100 H.R. 1245; 100 H.R. 1280; 100
H.R. 1281; 100 H.R. 1711; 100 H.R. 1760; 100 H.R. 1761, 100 H.R. 1762; 100 H.R. 1930; 100 H.R. 2485; 100 H.R.
2941; 100 H.R. 2970; 100 S. 210; 100 S. 454; 100 S. 592; 100 S. 754, 100 S. 1127

DESCRIPTORS: MEDICARE CATASTROPHIC COVERAGE ACT, SOCIAL SECURITY ACT, MEDICARE;
GERIATRICS AND GERONTOLOGY; HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES; PHYSICIANS; INCOME TAXES,;
FEDERAL HOSPITAL INSURANCE CATASTROPHIC COVERAGE RESERVE FUND; HOSPICES; HOME HEALTH
SERVICES; RESPITE CARE; DRUGS; TRUST FUNDS; FEDERAL CATASTROPHIC DRUG INSURANCE TRUST
FUND; NUCLEAR MEDICINE AND RADIOLOGY; WOMEN'S HEALTH; PREVENTIVE MEDICINE; CANCER,;
GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION; HEALTH INSURANCE; DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES; GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND INFORMATION SERVICES; FINANCIAL REGULATION;
MEDICAL REGULATION; MEDICAID; POVERTY; POVERTY; FEDERAL-STATE RELATIONS; HANDICAPPED;
WOMEN'S HEALTH; PREGNANCY; PEDIATRICS; PERSONAL AND FAMILY INCOME; MARRIAGE; U.S.
BIPARTISAN COMMISSION ON COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CARE; HEALTH FACILITIES AND SERVICES;
MEDICAL RESEARCH; OMNIBUS BUDGET RECONCILIATION ACT; CIVIL SERVICE PENSIONS; OFFICE OF
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT,; SOCIAL WORK; DEMONSTRATION AND PILOT PROJECTS; SURVEYS AND
QUESTIONNAIRES; ADULT DAY CARE; ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MEDICARE HOME HEALTH CLAIMS;
FEDERAL ADVISORY BODIES; JUDGMENTS, CIVIL PROCEDURE; SOCIAL SECURITY

REFERENCES:

DEBATE:
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133 Congressional Record, 100th Congress, 1st Session - 1987

July 22, House consideration and passage of H.R. 2470, p. H6464.

Oct. 13, Senate consideration of S. 1127, p. S14090.

Oct. 23, Senate consideration of S. 1127, p. S15021.

Oct. 27, Senate consideration of S. 1127, consideration and passage of H.R. 2470 with an amendment, and indefinite
postponement of S. 1127, p. S15086.

Dec. 9, House disagreement to the Senate amendment to H.R. 2470, request for a conference, and appointment of
conferees, p. H11058.

134 Congressional Record, 100th Congress, 2nd Session - 1988

Feb. 2, Senate insistance on its amendment to H.R. 2470, agreement to a conference, and appointment of conferees, p.
S412.

May 31, Submission in the House of the conference report on H.R. 2470, p. H3765.

June 2, House agreement to the conference report on H.R. 2470, p. H3854.

June 7, Senate consideration of the conference report on H.R. 2470, p. S7257.

June 8, Senate agreement to the conference report on H.R. 2470, p. S7386.

REPORTS:
100th Congress

H. Rpt. 100-105, pt. 1 on H.R. 2470, "Medicare Catastrophic Protection Act of 1987," May 22, 1987.
CIS NO: 87-H783-3
LENGTH: 84 p.
SUDOC: Y1.1/8:100-105/pt.1

H. Rpt. 100-105, pt. 2 on H.R. 2470, "Medicare Catastrophic Protection Act of 1987," July 1, 1987.
CIS NO: 87-H363-14
LENGTH: 153 p.
SUDOC: Y1.1/8:100-105/pt.2

S. Rpt. 100-126 on S. 1127, "Medicare Catastrophic Loss Prevention Act of 1987," July 27, 1987.
CIS NO: 87-S363-4
LENGTH: 83 p.
SUDOC: Y1.1/5:100-126

H. Rpt. 100-661, conference report on H.R. 2470, "Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988," May 31, 1988.
CIS NO: 88-H783-2
LENGTH: 273 p.
SUDOC: Y1.1/8:100-661

HEARINGS:
99th Congress
"Catastrophic Coverage Under Medicare," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health, Committee on Ways and Means.
House, Feb. 25, 1986.
CIS NO: 86-H781-35
LENGTH: iii+264 p.
SUDOC: Y4.W36:99-55

100th Congress



Page 4
CIS-NO: 88-PL100-360

"Catastrophic Health Insurance, Part 1," hearings before the Committee on Finance. Senate, Jan. 28, 1987.
CIS NO: 88-S361-11
LENGTH: iii+122 p.
SUDOC: Y4.F49:S.hrg.100-169/pt.1

"Catastrophic lllness Expenses," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health, Committee on Ways and Means. House,
Jan. 29, Mar. 3, 4, 10, 30, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H781-24

LENGTH: v+578 p.

SUDOC: Y4.W36:100-7

"Catastrophic Health Insurance, Part 2," hearings before the Committee on Finance. Senate, Mar. 19, 1987.
CIS NO: 88-S361-17
LENGTH: iv+204 p.
SUDOC: Y4.F49:S.hrg.100-169/pt.2

"Catastrophic Health Insurance, Part 3," hearings before the Committee on Finance. Senate, Mar. 26, 1987.
CIS NO: 88-S361-18
LENGTH: iii+235 p.
SUDOC: Y4.F49:S.hrg.100-169/pt.3

"Catastrophic Health Insurance," hearings before the Committee on Labor and Human Resources. Senate, Apr. 8, 1987.
CIS NO: 88-S541-14
LENGTH: iv+306 p.
SUDOC: Y4.L11/4:S.hrg.100-375

"Coverage of Outpatient Prescription Drugs Under Medicare Part B," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health,
Committee on Ways and Means. House, Apr. 23, June 2, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-H781-24

LENGTH: iii+203 p.

SUDOC: Y4.W36:100-34

"Medicare and Medicaid Catastrophic Protection," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health and the Environment,
Committee on Energy and Commerce. House, May 21, 27, 28, June 2, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-H361-50

LENGTH: iv+605 p.

SUDOC: Y4.En2/3:100-74

"Catastrophic and Long-Term Health Care," hearings before the Committee on the Budget. Senate, June 1, 22, 29, Aug.
28, Nov. 11, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-S251-3

LENGTH: ix+955 p.

SUDOC: Y4.B85/2:S.hrg.100-586

"Coverage of Prescription Drugs Under Medicare," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health, Committee on Finance.
Senate, June 18, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-S361-24

LENGTH: iv+263 p. il.

SUDOC: Y4.F49:S.hrg.100-479

"Private Health Insurance for the Elderly," hearings before the Subcommittee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and
Competitiveness, Committee on Energy and Commerce. House, July 22, 1987.
CIS NO: 88-H361-66
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LENGTH: iii+107 p. il.
SUDOC: Y4.En2/3:100-98

"Resolving Catastrophic Health Problems in the Medicare Program," hearings before the Subcommittee on Government
Efficiency, Federalism, and D.C, Committee on Governmental Affairs. Senate, Aug. 27-29, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-S401-17

LENGTH: iv+376 p. il.

SUDOC: Y4.G74/9:S.hrg.100-365

"Impact of Proposed Catastrophic Health Legislation on the Federal Annuitant,” hearings before the Subcommittee on
Federal Services, Post Office and Civil Service, Committee on Governmental Affairs. Senate, Sept. 23, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-5401-26

LENGTH: iv+198 p.

SUDOC: Y4.G74/9:S.hrg.100-420

"Medicare Catastrophic Protection Act," hearings before the Subcommittee on Compensation and Employee Benefits,
Committee on Post Office and Civil Service. House, Oct. 7, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-H621-6

LENGTH: iii+201 p.

SUDOC: Y4.P84/10:100-27

"Medicare Coverage for Mammography Examinations," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health, Committee on
Ways and Means. House, Nov. 3, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-H781-37

LENGTH: iii+107 p.

SUDOC: Y4.W36:100-47

"Preventive Health Care for the Elderly," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health, Committee on Finance. Senate,
Jan. 6, 1988.

CIS NO: 88-S361-21

LENGTH: iii+169 p. il.

SUDOC: Y4.F49:S.hrg.100-451

RELATED HEARINGS:
98th Congress

"Catastrophic Health Care Coverage: Mending a Broken Promise," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health and
Long-Term Care, Committee on Aging, Select. House, Feb. 19, 1986.

CIS NO: 86-H141-38

LENGTH: iii+90 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/5

"Catastrophic Health Insurance: The Home Care Benefit," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health and Long-Term
Care, Committee on Aging, Select. House, Mar. 19, 1986.

CIS NO: 86-H141-37

LENGTH: iii+96 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/4

"Health Care for the Elderly," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health and the Environment, Committee on Energy
and Commerce. House, Mar. 26, 1986.

CIS NO: 87-H361-35

LENGTH: iii+129 p.
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SUDOC: Y4.En2/3:99-139

"Catastrophic Health Insurance: The Tennessee Perspective," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health and Long-
Term Care, Committee on Aging, Select. House, Mar. 27, 1986.

CIS NO: 86-H141-39

LENGTH: iii+52 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/6

"Catastrophic Health Insurance: The Medigap Crisis," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health and Long-Term Care,
Committee on Aging, Select. House, June 25, 1986.

CIS NO: 86-H141-53

LENGTH: iii+271 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/8

"Catastrophic Health Insurance: The New Jersey Perspective," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health and Long-
Term Care, Committee on Aging, Select. House, Aug. 11, 1986.

CIS NO: 87-H141-7

LENGTH: iii+38 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/9

"Catastrophe of Uninsured and Underinsured Americans: In Search of a U.S. Health Plan," hearings before the Committee
on Aging, Select. House, Sept. 12, 1986.

CIS NO: 87-H141-13

LENGTH: iii+130 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:Un3/3

100th Congress

"Catastrophic Health Care Costs," hearings before the Committee on Aging, Special. Senate, Jan. 26, 1987.
CIS NO: 87-S141-11
LENGTH: iii+199 p.
SUDOC: Y4.Ag4:S.hrg.100-69

"Paying the Price of Catastrophic lliness: From Accidents to Alzheimer's," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health
and Long-Term Care, Committee on Aging, Select. House, Jan. 28, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H141-21

LENGTH: iii+176 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/12

"Catastrophic Health Costs: Broad Problem Demanding Equally Broad Solution," hearings before the House Select
Committee on Aging and the Senate Special Committee on Aging, Jan. 28, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H141-22

LENGTH: iii+102 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/13

"Catastrophic Health Costs: Broad Problem Demanding Equally Broad Solution, Vol. II," hearings before the House
Select Committee on Aging and the Senate Special Committee on Aging, Jan. 28, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H141-23

LENGTH: iii+40 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/13/v. 2

"Catastrophic Insurance: How the Bowen Plan Fails," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health and Long-Term Care,
Committee on Aging, Select. House, Feb. 17, 1987.
CIS NO: 87-H141-20
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LENGTH: iii+116 p.
SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/11

"Misleading and Deceptive Mailings to Social Security Beneficiaries," hearings before the Subcommittee on Social
Security, Committee on Ways and Means. House, Mar. 10, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H781-21

LENGTH: iv+497 p.

SUDOC: Y4.W36:100-2

"Catastrophic Health Insurance: The Pennsylvania Perspective," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health and Long-
Term Care, Committee on Aging, Select. House, Apr. 10, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H141-26

LENGTH: iii+41 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/14

"Catastrophic Health Insurance: A New Jersey Perspective," hearings before the Committee on Aging, Select. House,
Apr. 10, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H141-28

LENGTH: iii+76 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/9/987

"Catastrophic State of Catastrophic Health Care Coverage," hearings before the Committee on Aging, Special. Senate,
Apr. 16, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-S141-14

LENGTH: iii+208 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4:S.hrg.100-136

"Catastrophic Health Insurance: The New Jersey and New York Perspective," hearings before the Subcommittee on
Health and Long-Term Care, Committee on Aging, Select. House, May 11, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H141-32

LENGTH: iii+70 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/15

"Catastrophic and Long-Term Health Care," hearings before the Committee on the Budget. Senate, June 1, 22, 29, Aug.
28, Nov. 11, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-S251-3

LENGTH: ix+955 p.

SUDOC: Y4.B85/2:S.hrg.100-586

"Prescription Drugs and the Elderly: The High Cost of Growing Old," hearings before the Committee on Aging, Special.
Senate, July 20, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-S141-17

LENGTH: iii+168 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4:S.hrg.100-297

"Prescription Drug Costs: The Growing Burden for Older Americans," hearings before the Committee on Aging, Special.
Senate, Aug. 27, 1987.

CIS NO: 88-S141-2

LENGTH: iii+37 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4:S.hrg.100-408

"Medicare Payments for Home Health Services," hearings before the Subcommittee on Health, Senate Finance Committee;
and the Senate Special Committee on Aging, Nov. 16, 1987.
CIS NO: 88-S361-40
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LENGTH: v+129 p.
SUDOC: Y4.F49:S.hrg.100-553

"Cancer Detection in Women," hearings before the Committee on Labor and Human Resources. Senate, Jan. 28, 1988.
CIS NO: 88-S541-36
LENGTH: iii+250 p.
SUDOC: Y4.L11/4:S.hrg.100-529

COMMITTEE PRINTS:
100th Congress

"Background Materials on Health Care Coverage and Expenses of the Medicare Population, Including H.R. 1280/H.R.
1281, the Medicare Catastrophic Protection Acts of 1987," committee print issued by the Committee on Ways and Means.
House, May 5, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H782-17

LENGTH: v+67 p. il.

SUDOC: Y4.W36:WMCP100-10

"Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Amendment to H.R. 2470, The Medicare Catastrophic Protection Act of 1987.
Recommendations of the Subcommittee on Health," committee print issued by the Committee on Ways and Means.
House, June 24, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H782-40

LENGTH: 5 p. no paging. Oversized.

SUDOC: Y4.W36:WMCP100-16

"Report on Outpatient Prescription Drugs,” committee print issued by the Committee on Ways and Means. House, July
24,1987.

CIS NO: 87-H782-37

LENGTH: v+27 p.

SUDOC: Y4.W36:WMCP100-19

"Comparison of Financing Provisions of H.R. 2470 As Passed by the House (Medicare Catastrophic Protection Act of
1987) and the Senate (Medicare Catastrophic Loss Prevention Act of 1987)," committee print issued by the Committee
on Taxation. Joint, Feb. 22, 1988.

CIS NO: 88-3862-2

LENGTH: ii+11 p. Oversized.

"Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988," committee print issued by the Committee on Taxation. Joint, June 9,
1988.

CIS NO: 88-J862-19

LENGTH: 3 p. Oversized.

RELATED COMMITTEE PRINTS:
99th Congress

"Catastrophic Health Insurance: The "Medigap' Crisis,” committee print issued by the Committee on Aging, Select.
House, Aug. 1986.

CIS NO: 86-H142-9

LENGTH: iii+278 p. il.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/7
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"America's Uninsured and Underinsured: A Nation at Risk of Inadequate Health Care and Catastrophic Costs," committee
print issued by the Committee on Aging, Select. House, Sept. 1986.

CIS NO: 86-H142-10

LENGTH: vi+14 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:Un3/2

100th Congress

"Paying the Price of Catastrophic lliness: From Accidents to Alzheimer's," committee print issued by the Committee on
Aging, Select. House, Mar. 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H142-2

LENGTH: iii+58 p.

SUDOC: Y4.Ag4/2:C28/10

DOCUMENTS:
98th Congress

H. Doc. 98-24, "Health Incentives Reform Program, Message from the President," Feb. 28, 1983.
CIS NO: 83-H780-3
LENGTH: i+149 p.
SUDOC: Y1.1/7:98-24

100th Congress

H. Doc. 100-36, "Proposed Legislation: "Medicare Catastrophic Illiness Coverage Act,' Message from the President,"
Feb. 24, 1987.

CIS NO: 87-H780-2

LENGTH: i+8 p.

SUDOC: Y1.1/7:100-36

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS:

"Comparison of Selected Catastrophic Bills," CBO report, Aug. 1987.
CIS NO: 88-J932-6
LENGTH: 38 p. var. paging il. Oversized.

"Breast Cancer Screening for Medicare Beneficiaries: Effectiveness, Costs to Medicare and Medical Resources Required,"
OTA report, Nov. 1987.

CIS NO: 87-J952-71

LENGTH: 147 p. var. paging. il. Oversized.
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