
Richard Donovan, Director
Department of Health and Welfare
Statehouse
Boise, Idaho 83720

Dear Mr. Donovan:

This is in response to Jean S. Phillips letter of November 20,
1991. In her letter Ms. Jean Phillips inquired whether the removal
of EPSDT children from                        Services (PCS) Home_.... --
and Community Based Service waiver‘--remains appropriate. Her
concern was based upon receipt of a letter from Christine Nye dated
O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 9 1 , regarding the mandatory expansion of covered
services under the EPSDT program and the potential consequences on
home and community-based service (HCBS) waivers.

The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1989 (OBRA     made
changes in the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, 
Treatment (EPSDT) program. Section 6403 of OBRA '89 modified the
EPSDT program by adding section 1905(r) to the Act. Section
1905(r) requires that States provide any service included in
section 1905(a) of the Act to recipients, when medical necessity
for the service is shown by an EPSDT screen, regardless of 
the service is covered under the State plan. This 
individuals under 21 on the EPSDT program to have access to
personal     your
Medicaid      EPSDT -children under 21 can, as a
result of 0B-c '89, obtain personal care services without having
to be on the waiver, their removal from the waiver reporting was
appropriate.

There are situations where it would not be appropriate to remove
EPSDT eligible children from the waiver. When the waiver offered
services such as minor home modification,     delivered meals or
            that          1905(a), it would be
                    the EPSDT eligible children from the waiver
since the children could not obtain the services otherwise.



In conclusion, since personal care service is the only service
provided under the Idaho PCS waiver and the service is also
provided under the State Plan, we see no impact in your action of
removing the EPSDT children from your waiver on your current waiver
activities and reporting.

If you have any further questions, please call me or Robert Tanna
at (206) 553-0445.

Sincerely,

Thomas G. Wallner
Associate Regional Administrator
Division of Medicaid

ean S. Phillips
Jean Schoonover
Lloyd Forbes


