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EARLY AND PERIODIC SCREENING, DIAGNOSTIC AND TREATMENT PROGRAM
-

NATIONAL SUMMARY REPORT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report summarizes the findings of the Early and Periodic
Screening, Diagnostic and Treatment (EPSDT) program reviews
conducted by the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA)
regional offices (RO)        at 53 Medicaid State agencies to
review and assess State implementation of Federal EPSDT
requirements. These reviews were conducted in the last quarter of
FY 1991 and the first quarter of FY 1992. This report reflects
the implementation status of EPSDT at the time the review was
conducted in each State.

These EPSDT program reviews are a part of a focused program review
initiative which serves as a means for HCFA to provide States with
technical assistance and guidance in implementing new Federal
Medicaid requirements. The purpose of the reviews is to assist
the States with complying with the requirements of title XIX. The
reviewers are cautioned that their role is not that of an auditor
or investigator. Rather emphasis is placed on working
collaboratively with the State to identify and correct problems,
and to provide the necessary technical assistance to achieve the
mutual goal of assuring the implementation of Medicaid
requirements.

EPSDT is a publicly financed, comprehensive child health program
designed to provide primary and necessary         health services
to Medicaid eligible children up to age    The Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act (OBRA) of 1989 significantly expanded services
that States must provide to their EPSDT population. Effective
April 1, 1990, the legislation made the following changes:

0 Added requirements that blood level assessment
appropriate to age and risk, as well as health education
be included as part of an EPSDT screen;- -

0 required distinct periodicity schedules for screening,
vision, dental, and hearing services, and required
medically necessary interperiodic screens;

0 specified that States cannot limit providers to those
that can furnish all EPSDT diagnostic and treatment
services or prevent providers qualified to furnish one
or more of those services from participation in the
program; and,

0 required States to provide any services that are
coverable under Medicaid which-are medically necessary
to treat a condition identified during a screen, whether
or not the service is included in the State plan.


