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This is in response to your letter of December 6, 1991 regarding
skilled nursing services for ventilator dependent 

     is no specific HCFA policy concerning the provision of
skilled        services to euoh children. However, any child
eligible for       or      is entitled to all medically necessary
services covered under the State Plan. Under the       provisions,
he or, she is also entitled to rother necessary health care,

   , treatment and other        described in Section
1905(a) of the Social Security Act to corrector ameliorate defects
and ph sical
         ng services,1

and mental illness and conditions discovered by the
whether or not such services are covered under

the State Medicaid Plan."

        of whether the parents are at home or at     is not
relevant to the issue of medical necessity. Each of these cases
must be evaluated on an individual basis to determine medical
        as vell    the least costly level of      i.e., if
several hours of daily skilled nursing services are necessary, is
the ho& or an institution most 'appropriate. We encourage any
recipients or their families who        they are not receiving all
services to which they are entitled to use the appeals process.
This situation was        withmembers of       staff. They

   formal policy 
have c .-- they solicit input from        other
interested         the     policy for approval.
If you have any          please call Rosada Gonzales at (415)
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Terence and         Pilon
326 West 
Phoenix, Arizona 85021

Ret Chase Pilon, I. D. No. 
DDD Grievance No. M-856

Dear   . and 

Your grievance regarding termination of        nursing for
Chase when a parent is not at home and the requirement to
        prescriptions for continuation of Chase's 
has 

1.

2.

   September 18, 1991, a        directly
with the Division of             (DDD)
office of Compliance and      in          to a
Notice of Intended Action received on          10, 1991.
MS.             dependent. The
Notice of         Action received proposed termination
of        skilled         is not at 
Additfonally, a     prescription for              and
occupational therapy for     requested    the
District. Ms.       stated      does not make 

         District   Area         responded
to the          on 3, 1991,

     L
  tating that a

Notice    Intended        dated S eptember 10, 1991, 
sent to   . and           informing         that the
         was     hours skilled         care
used for day care effective    days from     date 
letter.      intended action letter also 
the        for this action          present usage of
skilled~nuraing to      your day care needs    in
violation of both       and           standards.'
          skilled nursing needx      both AXCCCS 

         will be  our
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       on September 16, 1991. A service review wad
conducted by Vent Dependent        Kathy Reynolds, Case
Manager, Sylvia Smith, and Regional Nurse, Beverly
       on    , 1991. The results of this
       review supported Chase's need for 30 hour6 per
week of          nursing. This need      presented by
Beverly and Sylvia at the service review on September 23,
1991. The question posed to           was, "Per your

      should the skilled 
for Chase"? Beverly          that these        should
be provided at night. SRC then            30 hours per
       of skilled         at night for Chase. Beverly
informed SRC members that the        did not wish to use
     nursing at night.

In regard to occupational and physical          no
intended action has been taken on these services.
However, the current prior authorization for these
                  expired on September 30. Prior 

  was provided for a three-month period. If therapy 
requested beyond the         the following must 

rovided before consideration of additional. therapy could
      reports from the therapist6 must be

           that Include the           made during the three
months, the need for additional therapy, the goals of
future         a description of the home 
developed for the family        to administer, and a
report of the        participation in         The
family shall        an IEP from        that will
identify the school's participation in the provision of

       for this child. Any therapy 
rovidad after school       in the Fall of 1991 should

a cooperative effort        the school and the
Division.

As of      date,    1991, 
are not on file,     we cannot proceed with 
   continuing therapy     needed.

   In researching      grievance, the DDD Office of
Compliance and Review finds that nursing care    not to
be      as day Titla XIX          to pay
for certain         day care. It is the
position of         that child care during
working hours    the responsibility of the 
For low income                   the       and 
maintain             day care         which    available
through the Arizona Department'of Bconomic Security.
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The District               also              its policy
that a    at      while 
'provided. A Utilization        dated April 10,
1991, states,      review team 
      that       should consider in approving
utilization of personal      and skilled nursing
     When the 
alternates are not present
personal care or
added)

This      not preclude Chase         that
may    medically 

    DDD       of Compliance      Review secured a copy 'of
Dr. David          April 19, 1991, prescription fox:
occupational and physical 
an evaluation every six months to assess 
progress.

             obtained           Chase, in addition to
coverage with 
insurance Policy 1918860007, Policy 
Pilon, Employer; Valley National Bank, with 
       234 North Central' Avenue, Suite 550, Phoenix,
       85004, 

Review of the ALTCS Program          Chapter:
Case          in 331, 
            states, 

Each         client    her 
ties    ALTCS recipients.
include at 

A. The           for providing, to the best of
his or her knowledge, accurate and complete
           about present complaints, past
          and                           medications, and
othar matters relating to his or her health;

9. The           for 
changes in his or her            to the

          practitioner;

c. The known whether
he or she clearly           a 
course of action and what ia expected of     or
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D. The responsibility fox following the treatment
plan             by the practitioner primarily
reeponaible for his or her:      and for
following facility or       policies and
          affecting client care and conduct;
this responsibility includes following the
instructions of nurses and other health
professionals    they carry out the 
plan of care and implement the 
practitioner'6 orders and as they enforce the
applicable facility of ALTCS rules and
regulations.

E. The responsibility for his or her actions if
treatment    refused or if the practitioner's
instruction6 are not followed . . . .

    District's intent to      participants of
Chase's therapies is appropriate.    suggested the
        provide                          to the participants
concerning therapies available under health
coverage      Pacific 

          I     the foregoing         the decision
to require a parent in the                       of
skilled nursing is affirmed.     District's          to
       a     prescription for        therapies    also
       and         to Dr.          instructions.

If the          to    not           with the
a written        for a hearing with the AECCCS

Office of
~ 
Appeals      with:

       of 
        and Review
P. 0, Box 6123, Site Code 
Phoenix, Arizona 

   The appeal will be forwarded to the       Office of Appeals
by this office. The appeal    in writing and the letter
received by Compliance and Review no later than fifteen (15)
    after the         date of      grievance decision
letter.
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Sincerely,

Brian M. Lensch
Acting Assistant Dfrector, 
Division of Developmental 

   David 

Shirley Patridge, 
         161P

Sylvia Smith, 135F
Ileen 
Helen Baldino, 

,


